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Prologues, sir, in those days, and in the times long before them, and they all deprecate the judgment of the pit, where the Critics lay in knots, and whose favourable opinion was constantly courted"    Macklin was loud in his praises of the pit as it existed in his early days. " Sir," he said to Taylor in after-days,  " you then saw no red cloaks, and heard no pattens in the pit, but you saw merchants from the City with big-wigs, lawyers from the Temple with big-wigs, and physicians from the coffeehouses with big-wigs, and the whole ^exhibited such a formidable grizzle as might well shake the nerves of actors and authors."   The reason of this was that the life of that time was favourable to constant critical and unchanging audiences.    The City and West End of the town kept equal distances.    The merchant lived in the City, and only when he had secured great fortune did he dare to venture as  far as  Hatton  Garden.    The lawyers  lived in  their Inns of Court or about Westminster.    The players lived near the theatre.    Quin, Booth, and Wilks lived almost all their lives in or about Bow Street, Covent Garden; Colley Cibber in Charles Street; Mrs. Pritchard in Craven Buildings, Drury Lane; Garrick, a great part of his life, in Southampton Street. The smaller players lived or lodged in Little Russel Street, Vinegar Yard, and the little  courts about the Garden.    " I myself, sir," said the veteran, in detailing these circumstances to  his  biographer Cooke,  "lived always about James  Street, or under the Piazzas, so that," he continued, " we could all be mustered by beat of drum, could attend rehearsals without any inconvenience, and save coach hire."    Thus at the various ordinaries around Covent Garden, where dinner could be had at 6d. or is. a head, there was much drinking in mixed company,   the   actors and their various  critics
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